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REVIEW

Prof. Sahib Singh : GURBANI VIAKARAN
(in Panjabi : Gurmukbi Script) Amritsar, 1951

That this thoughtful and thought-provoking book
emanates from the pen of a thinker, will be evident from
the following obsetvations ;—

(1) A human approach to Grammar,
That Grammar is a dry subject, has become almost &
proverb. Even o Sanskrit there is a saying which means ;
“Grammar is 3 disease-producing subject”” (Vyaakaransm
wmu}. But perhaps for the first time in any

immar written in India about an Indian langusge, this
book, which is & Grammar of the language of the Sikh
Seriptures, starts (page 13) with the expressive nature of
.iiﬂig language beginning first with facial expressions,
then through gestures, to speech-sounds on their way to

(2) A rational approach to the
. study of Scriptures.
_ All Scriptures bave & mystical sspect, which can be

really expressed only in an inmer language”, but in view
of the well-known Eaglish verse 1
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“Wings for the angles but feet for the men”,
buman language has to be used for communicating these
truths to mankind in general. But this language has its
laws, which must be carefully understood if a rational
interpretation of the Scriptures is desired. In view of this,
the author has thoroughly brought their language into
the sphere of Grammatical patteras. For instance, on page
333, as an illustration of the Direct and Indirect object,
sentences like the following have been exemplified : +The
Guru imparts instruction to the disciple™ {Gimlth:um
upadesu sunnave), in which Gursikh is the indirect and
Upadesn the direct object.

(3) The Rhbetorical adjuncts of Grammar.

Great master-minds, both in the past and the present,
tell.os that Grammar can mever be entirely dissociated
from Rhbetorics, Metrics and Music. The author, fortunately
gifted with this synthetic insight, has freely brought
to bear the phenomena of Rhetorics in order to explain
Grammatical phenomena. For instance, on page 24 he
happily explains (mahalaa), being & term for any of the
Sikh Gorus, as literally denoting *body™; so the sense of
“body” has been figuratively extended to that of a Gurw.

calied becamse he was considered to he:heunuid body
of Guru Nanak. Nobody could dream that & book on
Grammar should contain such a charming matter |

(4) Sabtle penetration of treatment.

The author’s profoundly dis~erning acumen has read
the distinctive significance of (n) and (p) in (kabani) and
(kahagi); while (kahagi) is verbal form, embedding a

www.gursoch.com

Sanskrit soffix (-nti), (kehani) is & noun, from the
infinitive (kahani) (p. 222). Historians of Indian languages
tell us that Senskrit comsonant-duster (-nt) has become
n) in certain contexts in  modern [ndian languages,
while pure (n), in the middle of two vowels, has
become (9).

(5) Historical visualization.

The author's modernity of approach is revealed by
the emphasis be has laid on the historical aspects of the
langusge of the Sikh Scriptures. With copious examples
be shaws how words like [;hu]lnd(;ham} occuring in
the same verse reveal different historical phases of the
lsngusge (pages 18—19). Just as the ruins of Harappa
indicate seven different cultures, one over the other, or

will at once suggest to him
o of variants in the Sikh

me come for an immediate survey of
the dislects of the day adjoining the areas in which these

(6) A challenge to stupidity about Metre.
By fur the most valuable remark in this book is the
8bout Metre on page 404. Regarding the age-long

or syllabic measurements,
rises above the

finds them to
huul_ rythm_

S¥osodial tyrannies of long-short
Be Ruthor says that a Poet
of these measyres 5 &

Future
fid

be
flow of his
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generations will appreciate this statement as the
protest from an Indian against the myth of metri
rigidities. Authorities on Phonctics tell us that t
phenomenon of Rhbythm is primarily an instincti
natural and universal phenomenon. Cf. Sonnen
What is Rhythm 7, Oxford, 1925, page 31;: “The el
that is common to music and verse is Rbythm: and rhy
is one and the same thing whatever be the medium

which it is manifested,” But the universal pheaomend

in rhythm is that of rise-fall or fall-rise of voice in vario
permutations sad combinations, it is to this gradati
that long-short, or syllabication absolutzly submits fr
moment to moment; mo human prescriptions dare
interfere with it. Time has come to rtevolutionize all

rotten views about metre. Who knows our autho
divining statement is @ precursor of the shape of 1

1o come” in Indian metre during this decade of vichalleng

change and opportunity”, as a British writer puts it ?

(7) The agent-case revelation.

Very interesting indeed is the author's explanati
of the i-suffix attached to nouns funclioning, histori
as agent case with transitives in the Past Tense,
Nanki (page 39), literally why Nanak™. This fin
would give to a reflective reader a flood of suggestions
(1) this i-suffix was absolutely indspendent; it
required 3 post position like'(ne) as is wied in Hiadi
literary Pasjabi, though it is absent in Dogri or Pothw
(2) This i-being parrallel to Hindi-modern li
Panjabi-z, was cither @ literary modification of di
(e)-still spoken-or induced by rhythmical requirem
for which investigation is necessary.

iv
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(8) Curiosities of Pronouns

Most interesting is the entire absence (as will be
evident from page I?I] of (mainou, “]1“} “to mz, to us"
established literary  Paoj forms these days-in the
janguage concerned, being represented by (mohi, mujhe)
etc. in the singular and (hamhu, bam) in the plural, Now
mﬂiﬂl to ’iﬂ'w mhﬁl‘hiﬂ' the Prooouns of a
language are the greatest determinants of the structure
of that language, for there is hardly a sentence in which
they are not used. If these most fundamental Pronouns,
spoken at the present day, were absent in the language of
the Sikh Secriptures, we are faced with the Problem of

the exact ratio of Panjabi in the language
concerned. Only a Frequency Statistics Survey, like
the one dome by Soviet in Russian, could belp us to
solve the probiem.

{9) A precursor of Pronominal Suffixes.
~ Pronominal Suffixes are a bug-bear for the teacher of
iterary Panjabi and Hindi. But page 235 gives us a
artling form, viz. (sudhos) +searched for him", for
ccord to the author, {‘ljmﬂﬁm". In colloquial
two Pronominal or extra-Pronoun suffixes are
‘wm viz 3rd person su (Lahodas), eg. marsu,
beat him sod 2nd pesson (i) is in (aia i) he has come, oh
! It is hoped that the author will some day be sble

ﬁ.m further material on this excitiog problem.

EWWH(:W“‘

treatment of Conjugation has rebelled

:m mechanization of routinized ﬂrlmumu-ni:
entitely discarded the start from terminations and

L 4
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begins the modernized forms, viz patterns on page 213,
c. g (bassi) resides, (jim} lives. The conjugation of verbs
concerned in Sanskrit, Prakrit and Apabhramsa side by
side has also been given. This comparative method makes
both the teaching and the learning life-like (pp. 213-214),
This historical approach has been persistently kept up,
e.g on p.214, the 2nd pers. pl. (h) has been rightly
traced to (th), Cf. G. V. Tagare, Historical Grammar of
Apabhramsa, Poona, 1948, page 286. Similarly, the third
person Pl (hi), on page 220, has been connected with Braj
(akii) in (gavahi) they ¢sing” Tagarc (Ib., P. 290) tells us
that (-ahi) is the real Apabhramsa developmeat, and
Dr. Babu Ram Seksena in his Evolution of Awadhi,
Allahabad, 1938, page 124, finds the same-ahi in Jayasi,
thongh in Tulasi-ai also occuors secondarily. This suggests
that the nasality has been dropped in this case in the
language of the Sikh Scriptures. On pp. 2489, an
interesting parallel to the (v-) causative, 8sin I_’dikhm‘r:n?
has been rightly connected with Awadhi forms, CF
Awadhi (dekha: vab) illustrated by Babu Ram Saksena
Ib., p. 289. Cf. in this connection the interesting remark
of Tagare (ib.,, p. 284) that wCausative formations in
Apabhramsa take the augment -ava in South West
Apabhramsa, and (sba) in East Apabhramsa.”

LIMITATIONS

With so many new perspectives, as in Metre and
Pronominal suffixes, reveaied to us by this valuable work,
it will be insolence to point out any shortcomings therein,
But the synthetic outlook of the author, who would never
be tired unti! perfection is achieved, bas compelled the
present reviewer to make the following observations :—

|

(1) “Vertical” Comparisons,

On pp. 32 ﬂ' comparative vocabularies have bsen
given by mere Juxtaposition of Panjabi and Sanskrit
forms; thus Panjabi (nere) has been connected with
Sanskrit (nikata-). Such a presentation was current during
the last generation but the rising intellectuality of the
present generation clamours for much more. For in:tau'm
if one uc:uld consult Turner's Nepali Dictionary regardi :
this Panjabi word (oere), be would first descend from SI::r'
(n_uum] to Prakrit niada, to which West Pahari m:m::i
(sioru) and Pangai (nir) could somehow correspond by
victuc of the retention of (i) of (nikets), but the {;} of
nere, found also in Gujaran (mede) and Marathi [ur.:tn] has
mpc#:d Prnrmuf Turner to set up a bypothetical
Samkrit from (paikatya.), Mere vertical comparisons
wnh—om—mn&mnd lodo-Aryan) will not be
- pm:iae : ern Indian Janguages paraliels)

(2) “Cases" unessentials,

The whole portion relating to cases fr
.Iﬁ has 20t to be boiled dowa, for it is disftrz‘:ﬁ :i;:
on Smlrl_l. cases, Modern Indo-Aryan languages have
Tuthlessly kicked off most of the Sanskril cases, At the
?:.th: could speak of two cases ina few types of
‘ h;::h; founs, e.g. in {Fhm] and plural obligue of
! ). Otherwise there is only one case in Panjabi in
mutut se, except the wvocdtive which is used in rare

- Cf. The Government of [ndia Publication; “A basi
grammar of modern Hindi™, 1950, pages 27-28. i

vii
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(3) Phonetic portion to be recast.’

The phonetic portion om pages 26-28, has to be
entirely recast. To name it “wvaranabodh (orthography)"
would be incorrect both in Hindi and Eaglish, and to call
(s) and K.varge sounds as gutturals is & baseless view
propounded by the Siddhanta Kaumudi for which the
ancient Pratishakhyas, not to speak of the moderns, had
entirely different views. According to modern Phonetics
only three sounds are produced specifically from the
throat, viz. the two kinds of (h) and the glottal stop. Cr.
Principles of the International Phonetic Association,
1949, page 10.

CONCLUSION

it is ardently hoped that this promising work, with
its vast potentialities, will be further improved in the
Yisht of the jumps which Linguistic Science has made
during thess days and that the awakened country will
avail of the rare gifts of the author by offering him
facilities jn various ways, such as teams of assistants for
a statistical survey, appliances for determinig Rhythm
and opportunities for Lravels in various regions,

Dr. Siddheshwar Varma

Hanarary fncharge;
Vishveshvaranand Yedic Research Institute,

18-12-1561 Sub-Office : Chandigarh
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